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St.  Marychurch  Town  Hall, 
Torquay. 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Torquay. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  an  Interim  Report  for  1942,  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health.  In 
view  of  the  continuing  pressure  of  work  it  is  requested  that  a  brief 
record  should  be  prepared,  referring  only  to  essential  and  urgent 
matters,  and  omitting,  for  reasons  of  national  security,  any 
reference  to  certain  specified  developments  or  facts  ;  but  the 
arrangements  remain  for  the  preservation  of  all  details  so  that  at  a 
subsequent  date  a  more  comprehensive  Report  can  be  compiled. 

A  review  of  the  year  fortunately  shows  no  untoward  features 
in  connexion  with  health  ;  there  is  nothing  of  outstanding  im¬ 
portance  in  the  various  morbidity  and  mortality  rates,  and  there 
is  no  significant  statistical  variation  in  the  nutrition  of  the  children, 
although  in  Torquay  the  limitations  of  paucity  of  data  must  be 
remembered.  The  quiet  maintenance  of  health,  however,  does  not 
make  notable  headlines  ;  and  it  is  difficult  in  an  age  of  impatient 
hurry  and  of  craving  for  the  extraordinary  and  for  the  dramatic 
to  appreciate  that  these  prosaic  facts  are  of  substantial  value. 

The  campaign  for  diphtheria  immunisation  has  made  goed 
progress  and  nearly  three-fifths  of  the  children  are  now  protected  ; 
but  it  is  regretted  that  some  parents,  even  after  persistent  advice, 
will  not  take  the  trouble  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  freely 
and  conveniently  offered,  for  lives  are  thereby  needlessly  thrown 
away. 

One  Freedom  at  least— freedom  from  diphtheria — lies  within 
the  grasp  of  the  community,  and  could  be  easily  and  quickly 
gained  ;  if  is  for  the  parents  to  make  this  possible  and  to  show 
that  these  measures  of  progress  are  earnestly  desired. 

The  statement  not  long  ago,  of  a  Nobel  Prize  winner,  to  the 
effect  that  what  a  nation  decides  to  eat  will  determine  its  future, 
has  had  an  unexpectedly  literal  and  vitally  significant  application 
during  the  present  emergency  ;  and  the  accumulated  knowledge, 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  connexion  with  food,  diet,  and 
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nutrition  has  been  so  continuously  expounded  and  proclaimed 
that  at  least  some  facts  should  have  been  effectively  learned  and 
•put  into  practice  without  the  usual  lag  between  scientific  dis¬ 
coveries  and  their  application  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.  Even 
yet  much  remains  to  be  done,  and  there  must  be  especial  care 
that  the  nutrition  of  the  children  is  closely  watched  and  that  the 
measures  so  wisely  provided  are  fully  used  ;  for  whereas  in  adult 
life  the  effect  of  a  temporary  deleterious  influence  can  speedily 
be  repaired,  in  childhood  the  effect  on  growth  may  be  irremediable. 

It  is  perhaps  inevitable  that  by  now  there  should  be  felt  some 
inescapable  effects  of  “  the  growing  labours  of  the  lengthened  way  ” ; 
for  the  manifold  tasks  of  the  vast  range  of  normal  and  abnormal 
duties  have  proved  a  stern  ordeal  and  searching  test  for  the  public 
health  department.  For  indeed  if  one  extraneous  duty  began  to 
diminish  another  seemed  ready  to  take  its  place  and  ultimately 
to  increase  the  total  scope  of  the  work.  But  paradoxical  though 
it  may  seem,  even  this  has  perhaps  been  opportune,  for  these 
chastening  exacting  years  will  ensure  that  the  medical  services 
are  the  better  fitted  for  the  arduous  duties  and  increasing  respon¬ 
sibilities  which  appear  likely  to  devolve  upon  them  in  the  not  far 
distant  future. 

After  all,  the  best  preparation  for  peace  as  for  war  is  soundness 
of  mind  and  of  body,  for  these  are  first  among  those  essentials  ‘  ‘with¬ 
out  which  cannot  a  city  be  inhabited  ”  ;  and  in  the  present  violent 
changes,  whatever  else  is  altered 

“  There  is  one  lesson  at  all  Times  and  Places — 

One  changeless  Truth  on  all  things  changing  writ, 

For  boys  and  girls,  men,  women,  nations,  races — 

Be  fit — Be  fit !  And  once  again,  Be  fit !  ” 

In  conclusion,  it  is  with  appreciation  that  I  acknowledge 
both  the  encouraging  support  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  also  the  co-operation 
and  mutual  helpfulness  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  Borough 
in  the  intermingled  work  of  the  unusual  times. 

To  the  staff  is  due  the  full  credit  for  the  results  achieved,  for 
their  willing  help  and  loyal  support  have  been  continuous  in  all 
the  manifold  duties.  And  to  have  persevered  with  such  constancy 
of  purpose  and  steadiness  of  zeal,  despite  the  many  difficulties  of 
the  lengthening  way,  indeed  merits  the  highest  praise  and  com¬ 
mendation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  V.  A.  SIMPSON. 
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STAFF 

(a)  Medical 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  School  Medical  Officer,  Medical  Superintenden 
of  Isolation  Hospital ,  and  Chief  Billeting  Officer. 

J.  V.  A.  SIMPSON, 

M.D.LOND.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.CAMB. 

Acting  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 
T.  GIBSON,  M.D.ED.,  C.M.,  D.P.H.LOND. 


Medical  Officer ,  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  Post-Natal  Clinic. 
*P.  A.  McCALLUM,  m.b.glasg.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.camb. 


Obstetric  Consultants. 

*P.  A.  McCALLUM,  m.b.glasg.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.camb. 

*B.  VENN  DUNN,  m.d.ed.,  f.r.c.s.ed. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ( School  Medical  Service  and  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare). 

J*J.  MASTERTON  THOMSON,  m.b.glasg.,  ch.b.,  d.o.m.s.eng. 

§  *H.  V.  MACKENZIE,  m.d.ed. 

Aural  Surgeon  ( School  Medical  Service ,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and 

Isolation  Hospital).  ' 

*W.  H.  BRADBEER,  m.s.lond.,  d.l.o.eng. 

Pathologist  and  Bacteriologist. 

*H.  A.  FIELDEN.  m.d.dtjrh. 


(b)  Denial 

School  Dental  Officer  and  Dental  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

JN.  HARRIS,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.ENG. 

Acting  Dental  Officers. 

Miss  E.  M.  STILL,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.,  eng. 

Miss  J.  M.  RIPLEY,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.,  eng. 


(c)  Nursing 

Health  Visitors ,  Child  Protection  Visitors. 

tMrs.  P.  PARTRIDGE,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.r.s.i. 
tMiss  J.  M.  MARTIN,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.r.s.i. 
tMiss  M.  MORAN,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.cert.r.s.i. 

Matron ,  Isolation  Hospital. 

Miss  M.  J.  STEWART,  s.r.n.,  r.f.n. 


(The  staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  includes  the  Matron,  two  Sisters  and  six 
Nurses.) 
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(d)  Sanitary 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Food  Enforcement  Inspector,  Gas 
Decontamination  Officer  (Food),  arid  Billeting  Officer. 

M.  G.  CROOK,  c.s.i.b,,  Meat  Cert.,  Instructor’s  Cert.,  c.a.g.s. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Food  Enforcement  Inspectors 

and  Billeting  Officers. 

JG.  J.  LOVELESS,  c.r.s.i.  and  Meat  Cert. 

A.  THOMPSON,  c.r.s.i. 

J.  F.  H.  SMITH,  c.r.s.i.,  and  Meat  Cert. 

H.  T.  BEECHEY,  c.r.s.i.  and  Meat  Cert. 

§R.  S.  DAVEY,  c.r.s.i.  and  Meat  Cert. 


(e)  Other 


/• 


Public  Analyst. 

*T.  TICKLE,  b.sc.,  f.i.o. 


Clerks. 

(Public  Health  Department). 


JW.  H.  NICKELS. 

JP.  H.  BURGE,  c.s.i.b.,  Meat 
Cert.,  and  Cert.  San.  Sc. 
JW.  D.  WHITE. 


Mrs.  V.  J.  KNAPMAN. 
§Miss  P.  M.  ROWELL. 
§Miss  D.  ROSE. 

§Miss  M.  ELIAS. 

§Miss  F.  I.  GOODCHILD. 
§Miss  A.  M.  MOXHAY. 


(Maternity  and  Child  Welfare ). 

Miss  K.  HUDSON. 

§Miss  M.  DAVEY. 

(Billeting). 

§Miss  I.  M.  WILTSHIRE.  §Miss  P.  B.  COHEN. 

§Miss  L.  M.  HARRIS. 

Assistants  to  Sanitary  Inspectors . 

E.  D.  TUCKER. 

E.  J.  SELLEK. 


J  On  Active  Service. 


*  Part  Time. 
§  Temporary. 


t  Also  School  Nurse. 
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Section  A. 

'A  •  > 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  6,244 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)  according  to 

Rate  Books  . .  a  . .  . .  . .  . .  13,082 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1942)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  £538,181 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (end  of  1942)  . .  £2,173 

Social  Conditions, 

Including  the  chief  Industries  carried  on  in  the  Area  and 

the  extent  of  Unemployment. 

There  is  nothing  exceptional  to  record  about  the  social  con¬ 
ditions,  and  the  usual  details  in  connexion  with  industry  and 
unemployment  are  not  to  be  published. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  1942, 

which  relate  to  the  net  Births  and  Deaths  after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar -General. 

Birth-rate  por  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ....  ....  11.22 

Stillbirth-rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  ....  0.43 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ....  ....  15.91 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 
Short  List) : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still )  births 


No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.00 

No.  30  Other  maternal  causes  ....  ....  ....  ....  3.32 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  ;  ....  ....  ....  3.32 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  27.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  29.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births .  15.4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  132 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ....  ....  0 


Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  has  received  or  required  special  comment. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  * 
mortality. 
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Population. 

It  is  requested  that  the  population  for  the  year  should  not  be 
published  ;  and  in  this  connexion  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
birth-rate,  marriage-rate  and  death-rate  are  given  without  any 
reference  to  the  actual  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
for  otherwise  the  population  can  be  calculated. 

Births. 

The  birth-rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
15.8  for  England  and  Wales  and  18.4  for  the  smaller  towns  ;  the 
stillbirth-rate  was  0.43  per  1,000  population,  the  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  smaller  towns  being  0.54 
and  0.62,  and  the  stillbirth-rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births  was  37.9. 

Marriages. 

The  marriage-rate  was  5.8  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  6.2  in  1941  and  8.0  in  1940. 

Deaths. 

*( 

The  crude  death-rate  was  15.9  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  15.4  in  1941  and  16.0  in  1940  ;  the  death-rate  in  1942  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11.6  and  for  the  smaller  towns  12.1 

In  normal  times  in  order  to  make  adjustments  for  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  Torquay,  the  Registrar-General  supplies  an 
“  areal  comparability  factor  ”  with  which  to  multiply  the  crude 
death-rate  and  so  obtain  an  adjusted  death-rate.  This  year,  how¬ 
ever,’  the  Registrar -General  again  states  :  “  The  variety  and 

magnitude  of  local  population  movements  and  the  uneven  incidence 
of  civilian  war  deaths  have  together  combined  to  frustrate  the 
attempt  to  secure  comparability  between  local  death-rates  by  the 
use  of  Areal  Comparability  Factors,  and  the  preparation  and  issue 
of  such  factors  are  being  suspended  under  present  conditions.” 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  usual  for  Torquay  (1)  Heart 
disease  218 ;  (2)  Cancer  132  ;  and  (3)  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions  110,  which  between  them  are  responsible  for  more  than  half 
the  total  deaths.  The  deaths  from  violent  causes,  other  than 
suicide  and  road  traffic  accidents,  came  next  and  numbered  59. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  27.6  per  1,000  total  live  births, 
compared  with  a  rate  of  49  for  England  and  Wales  and  46  for  the 
smaller  towns  ;  the  death-rate  for  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births  was  29.1  and  the  death-rate  of  illegitimate  infants 
per  1,000  illegitimate  births  was  15.4. 
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The  infant  mwtality  rate  for  Torquay  in  1942  at  27.6  is  the 
owest  on  record. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  was  3.32  per  1,000  total  births, 
the  rate  from  puerperal  infection  being  0.00  ;  the  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  2.01  and  0.42. 

/  \  t,  '  *  , 

)  -j,  *\  I  ■  .r  m  /t  ' 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority , 

including  their  duties,  are  incorporated  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Report. 

Miss  E.  M.  Still,  l.d.s.,  returned  in  May  for  duty  as  a  temporary 
Dental  Officer,  but  at  the  end  of  December  the  L.G.C.  asked  for 
her  release  to  return  to  London  to  resume  work  there. 

Miss  P.  Mullineaux,  now  Mrs.  Partridge,  one  of  the  Health 
Visitors,  married  in  November  and  is  retained  temporarily  on  the 
staff ;  Miss  V.  Fulford,  another  Health  Visitor,  left  in  September 
for  a  similar  post  at  Gillingham,  Kent  ;  and  Miss  M.  Moran  was 
appointed  as  a  temporary  additional  Health  Visitor  in  February. 

Miss  M.  B.  Davies,  Orthoptist,  left  in  July  for  a  post  in  London. 

(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Service. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

<d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(e)  Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  have  been  no  changes  during  the  year. 

3.  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

(i)  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

The  work  under  the  Midwives  Act  has  proceeded  satisfactorily 
and  without  incident ;  27  midwives  notified  their  intention  to 
practise.  The  Scheme  by  which  the  Queen’s  Institute  carry  out 
the  domiciliary  midwifery  of  the  Borough  has  continued  to  operate 
well,  ;  during  the  year  there  were  253  domiciliary  confinements. 
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(ii)  Maternity  Services. 

(iii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

With  the  completion  of  Hazelwood  Emergency  Maternity 
Home  recorded  in  the  report  of  last  year,  there  was  residential 
accommodation  of  2  ante-natal  beds  and  of  9  lying-in  beds  at  the 
Torbay  Hospital,  8  ante-natal,  11  lying-in  and  5  post-natal  beds 
at  Hazelwood,  and  8  lying-in  beds  at  the  Emergency  Maternity 
Unit  at  Rower  oft  Convalescent  Home. 

Early  in  tlie  year  arrangements  were  made  for  all  this  accom¬ 
modation  to  be  co-ordinated  as  a  single  unit ;  this  was  very  advan¬ 
tageous  as  the  Obstetric  Physician  is  able  to  arrange  for  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  the  cases  according  to  the  individual  need  to  any  of  the 
three  institutions,  and  of  the  subsequent  transfer  if  this  was 
desirable.  The  scheme  has  functioned  very  well  and  has  proved 
beneficial  to  resident  and  to  evacuee  mothers  ;  resident  mothers 
whose  home  conditions  were  unsatisfactory  were  admitted  to  the 
emergency  maternity  homes  with  the  ppor  consent  of  the  Senior 
Regional  Officer. 

At  the  end  of  November  the  Rowcroft  section  was  closed, 
owing  to  the  accommodation  of  the  three  institutions  proving 
greater  than  the  requirements  of  the  work. 

One  of  the  maternity  homes  of  the  Children’s  Aid  Society 
evacuated  to  Torquay  at  Morningside  has  continued  as  a  very 
efficient  unit  and  there  were  75  confinements  during  the  year. 

Home  Helps. 

This  scheme  has  continued  under  increasing  difficulties,  for 
with  the  growing  demands  of  the  war  on  woman-power  it  has  become- 
almost  impossible  to  find  suitable  women  to  act  in  this  capacity. 
Following  Circular  2729  in  November  steps  were  taken  to  approach 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  local  Exchange  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  maintain  the  vitally  important  work  of  home  helps. 

(iv)  Health  Visitors  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(v)  Child  Life  Protection. 

There  is  nothing  exceptional  to  report. 

(vi)  Arrangements  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic,  etc.,  cases . 

Early  in  the  year  the  Education  Committee  made  provision 
for  speech  training  therapy  to  be  held  at  one  of  the  clinics  in  Torquay, 
and  this  very  welcome  provision  for  a  badly  handicapped  and 
hitherto  somewhat  neglected  type  of  defective  child  will  enable 
cases  to  be  referred  for  treatment  at  the  earliest  possible  age. 
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Although  fortunately  few  in  number,  there  are  cases  in  pre-school 
children  (of  stammering,  of  indistinct  speech  or  of  cleft  palate 
after  operation),  requiring  skilled  treatment  which  is  now  available. 

(vii)  War-time  Day  Nurseries. 

The  two  part-time  nurseries  were  continued  at  Cintra  and  at 
Chelston  Woodhayes,  where  accommodation  for  20  children  aged 
2-5  years  is  provided  at  each  ;  in  addition  a  whole-time  nursery 
was  started  in  June  at  Hillside,  Westhill  Road,  for  35  children, 
the  mothers  of  whom  are  in  work  of  national  importance. 

(viii)  Nursery  Units M 

One  offer  for  a  unit  under  Circular  2515  was  received,  and  the 
unit  w~as  equipped  and  started,  when  four  babies  aged  6-8  months 
were  received  from  evacuation  areas. 

(lx)  Fruit  Juices  and  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

In  connexion  with  the  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  vitamins 
administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  assistance  outlined 
previously  was  continued.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  is  estimated 
that  approximately  35  per  cent  of  mothers  in  Torquay  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  Schene;  and  this  is  a  disappointing  proportion. 

4.  Nursing  Homes. 

There  is  nothing  to  report. 


Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Water. 

The  Borough  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  Norman  G.  Elliot,  M.Sc., 
A.  M.  Inst.C.E.,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  a  number  of  details  : — 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  and 
the  regular  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  have  remained 
consistently  good. 

There  is  nothing  further  to  which  reference  is  permissible  in 
this  Interim  Report. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  reference  in  connexion  with  this  can  be  made  now. 
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The  Borough  Engineer,  Mr.  P.  W.  Ladmore,  M.Inst.C.E.,  has 
kindly  given  me  the  following  details  in  connexion  with  public 
cleansing  and  salvage. 

(iii)  Public  Cleansing. 

There  is  no  variation  from  last  year  and.  normal  services  np 
to  the  present  have  been  maintained. 

(iv)  Salvage. 

The  very  creditable  record  of  pre-war  times  has  further 
advanced  for  the  wider  scope  and  ample  extension  of  intensified 
salvage  which  the  conditions  of  the  emergency  demand ;  and  the 
following  are  the  details  of  the  articles  recovered  : — 


T  071S 

Cwts. 

Paper  and  Cardboard 

855 

18 

Aluminium 

.. 

17 

Brass 

2 

7 

Copper 

...  -  — 

9 

Lead  ...  ...  ... 

1 

19 

Pewter 

..  — 

£ 

Zinc... 

..  — 

11 

Scrap  Iron  ... 

144 

19 

Tins 

54 

8 

Rags 

20 

11 

Woollens 

— 

6 

Carpets 

2 

.  18 

Sacking 

..  — 

14 

String 

1 

3 

Bones 

22 

19 

Rubber 

18 

13 

Bottles  (374ij  gr.) 

Kitchen  Waste  : 

09 

— 

Collected  by  Corporation 

..  1081 

IS¬ 

Collected  by  Pig -keepers 

657 

IS 

Sold 

..  2564 

18 

Hats  :* — 

Men’s  238 
Women’s  976 


2.  Solitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  inspection  of  all  areas  in  the  Borough  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
gives  the  subjoined  table  showing  the  scope  and  variety  of  work 
involved  : —  . 


* 
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Dwelling  Houses. 

No. 

inspected. 

Visits. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 

475 

1357 

Under  Housing  Acts  .... 

54 

92 

0  vercro  wding  .... 

5 

8 

Verminous  Premises  .... 

12'8 

246 

Rats  and  Mice .... 

348 

605 

Infectious  Diseases 

45 

76 

General  Public  Health. 
Drains  and  sewers  : 

Inspected 
Tests  applied 

Cesspools 

Urinals  and  Latrines  .... 

Stables  ....  ....  ....  _ 

Piggeries  .... 

Ditches  and  Streams  .... 

Open  Spaces 
Yards 

Accumulations  .... 

Public  Conveniences  .... 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Work  Places 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Smoke  Observations  .... 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls 
Markets  ....  ....  ■  .... 

Shops — ’Shop  Act  .... 

Offensive  Trades  ....  .... 

Marine  Stores  .... 

Schools  .... 

Hospitals 


Inspections. 

639 

213 

66 

26 

7 


20 

34 

75 

9- 

4 

4 

>  4 
99 

9 

14 

2 

78 

10 


Water  Inspections. 

Water  Supply  :  visits  ....  ....  ....  57 

samples  ....  ....  ....  32 

Swimming  Bath:  visits  ....  ♦  ....  ....  12 

samples  ....  ....  ....  4 


I 
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Meat  and  Food. 

Inspections 

Meat  Shops,  Stalls,  etc. 

699 

Cooked  Meats  .... 

105 

Slaughterhouses 

615 

Cowsheds 

103 

Dairies  :  visits 

289 

samples 

145 

Bakehouses 

84 

Hotels 

62 

Fishmongers 

281 

Fish  Quay 

131 

Greengrocers 

■  865 

Restaurants 

151  ‘ 

Other  Premises 

155 

Decontamination  of  Food 

125 

Miscellaneous. 

Visits. 

Evacuation  Scheme 

1808 

Hazelwood 

108 

Food  Control  ....  .... 

1359 

Other  Duties 

♦  . 

'  1551 

Notices  Served. 

Verbal 

Written 

Statutory 

Total 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served, 

■ 

Complied 

with 

Public 

Health  Act  .... 

245 

158 

1 

107 

59 

4 

4 

356 

221 

Housing  Act  .... 

19 

6 

17 

12 

1 

1 

37 

19 

Factory  Act 

4 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— • 

6 

6 

Measures  against  Rodents. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  number  of  premises  infested  with 
rats,  a  whole-time  rat  catcher  was  appointed  to  work  under  your 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ;  this  appointment  was  for  a  limited 
experimental  period,  and  will  be  continued  if  it  proves  satisfactory. 

.  There  are  exceptional  difficulties  in  providing  effective  measures 
owing  to  the  hilly  nature  of  the  town  and  the  rocks  and  banks 
adjoining  some  of  the  stores  and  shops. 


a 
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Section  D. 

t 

HOUSING 

There  is  nothing  exceptional  to  record  in  this  interim  Report. 


Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Milk  Supply . 

(iv)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

As  arranged  with  the  Devon  County  Council,  samples  of  milk 
are  sent  each  week  to  the  County  Bacteriologist.  A  total  of  63 
samples  were  submitted  for  examination  ;  61  were  samples  of  non- 
designated  milk  of  which  28  passed  and  33  failed,  1  accredited 
sample  passed,  and  1  T.T.  sample  failed. 

The  percentage  of  failures  is  54  and  is  slightly  less  than  the 
percentage  of  failures  in  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the 
war. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(i)  Inspection  of  Meat. 

In  this  section  the  routine  work  has  been  generally  uneventful. 
The  scheme  for  Government-controlled  slaughtering  is  in  operation, 
the  centralisation  having  necessitated  the  temporary  closure  of 
slaughterhouses  other  than  the  so-called  public  slaughterhouse  ; 
and  this  has  intensified  the  difficulties  of  bad  accommodation.  The 
work  of  meat  inspection  under  such  conditions  is  rendered  unneces¬ 
sarily  arduous,  difficult  and  trying  ;  and  the  need  for  adequate 
facilities  recommended  so  insistently  in  previous  years  is  now  mor 
than  ever  apparent. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the  inspections  „ 


/ 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

1  . 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1511 

763 

1594 

14312 

256 

Number  inspected 

1511 

763 

1594 

14312 

256 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

5 

2 

18 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

297 

176 

,  7 

1420 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

19.7 

23.7 

0.6 

10.1 

4.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

8 

■ — ■ 

- — 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

24 

106 

2 

— • 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

*> 

1.9 

14.9 

0.13 

- . - j — - 

7.8 

# 

(ii)  Inspection  of  Other  Foods. 

The  table  giving  details  of  the  amount  of  food  condemned, 
other  than  meat,  is  not  for  publication  now. 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc.  :  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  work  under  this  Act  has  been  continued,  your  Senior 


Sanitary  Inspector  acting  as  Sampling  Officer,  and  the  following 


is  the  record  of  samples  taken  : — 

Formal 

• 

Informal 

No.  of 

Not 

No.  of 

Not 

Samples 

Genuine 

Samples 

Genuine 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

5 

— 

Baking  Powder  ...  ...  — 

— 

1 

- - 

Egg  Powder  Substitute  ...  — • 

— 

1 

1 

Onion  Substitute  ...  ...  — 

— 

1 

1 

Pork  Sausages  ...  ...  — 

— * 

2 

— 

Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 

3 

2 

Milk  .  30 

2 

7 

1 

Meat  Roll  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

1 

— 

Sweetening  Powder  ...  1 

1 

1 

1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  ...  1 

— 

—  . 

' — 
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Formal  Informal 


No.  of 

Not 

No.  of 

Not 

Samples 

Genuine 

Samples 

Genuine 

Margarine  ...  ...  >... 

— 

. — . 

1 

— 

Lard 

— 

- — . 

3 

— 

Apple  Juice 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Raspberry  Jam  ... 

Curry  Powder  ... 

— 

• — 

1 

• - - 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

Granulated  Sugar 

- — 

— 

1  ' 

— 

Sweetened  Cake  Mixture . . . 

. — 

__ 

1 

— 

Sweetened  Pudding  Mixture 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

Sausage  Meat 

— 

■ — 

2 

— 

Concentrated  Lime  Fruit 
Flavoured  Cordial 

1 

Lemon  Squash 

— 

• — 

3 

- - 

Grape  Fruit  Squash 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash 

— 

• — 

2 

— 

Mustard 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Meat  Extract 

— 

— 

1 

- - 

Beef  and  Vegetable  Extract 

— — 

— - 

1 

-  - - 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 

— 

-• — 

1 

— 

Parsley  Thyme  and  Lemon 

• — 

* — 

1 

— 

Sauce  Powder 

* — 

— 

1 

— 

Spaghetti  ... 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

Lime  Juice  Flavour  Cordial 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

The  formal  samples  not  genuine 

were  as 

follows  :• — 

The  Vinegar  was  30%  deficient  in  acetic  acid  ;  a  letter  of 
warning  was  sent  by  the  Authority  to  the  Vendor.  Of  the  two 
milk  samples  one  was  3%  deficient  in  fat  and  one  was  2%  deficient 
in  fat ;  and  in  this  case  the  Vendors  were  warned,  and  further 
samples  which  proved  satisfactory  were  taken.  The  Sweetening 
Powder  contained  a  foreign  substance,  namely  calcium  carbonate, 
and  in  this  case  the  substance  was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

The  informal  samples  not  genuine  were  as  follows  : — * 

The  Egg  Powder  Substitute  had  a  misleading  label  and  was 
withdrawn  from  sale.  The  Onion  Substitute  had  a  misleading  label 
and  was  withdrawn  from  sale.  Of  the  samples  of  Vinegar  one  was 
49%  deficient  in  acetic  acid  and  one  was  20%  deficient  in  acetic 
acid,  and  further  samples  were  taken.  One  sample  of  milk  was 
34%  deficient  in  fat.  The  Sweetening  Powder  had  a  misleading 
label  and  showed  the  presence  of  a  noxious  ingredient ;  the  powder 
was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

(d)  Food  Control. 

Throughout  the  year  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  act  as  Food  Enforcement  Inspector  and  your  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  as  District  Food  Enforcement  Inspectors, 
responsible  to  the  Food  Control  Committee. 
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(e)  Food  and  Disease. 

The  risks  arising  from  the  handling  of  food  have  been  accen¬ 
tuated  by  the  war-time  emergency  and  the  various  communal 
organisations  ;  for  the  introduction  of  a  carrier  or  of  an  unrecog¬ 
nised  case  of  disease  would  seriously  affect  a  much  greater  number  of 
consumers. 

Strict  personal  cleanliness  among  staff  and  a  high  standard 
of  hygienic  conditions  in  the  premises  must  be  maintained  ;  and 
knowing  the  frailty  of  human  memory  and  the  ease  with  which 
good  intentions  unconsciously  tend  to  lapse,  it  is  most  essential 
to  reiterate  these  obvious  but  often  sadly  neglected  facts. 

•  •  *  i  '  ' 

Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  Notifiable  Diseases  ( other  than  Tuberculosis). 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  for  the  52  weeks  ending 
2nd  January,  1943,  is  given  in  the  subjoined  table  which  also 
includes  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and  the  number 
of  deaths. 


Disease 

Total 

eases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...% 

24 

21 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

41 

41 

3 

Measles 

197 

8 

— . 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

91 

14 

— 

Enteric  Fevers 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

12 

9 

— ■ 

Pneumonia  > . . 

26 

13 

— 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

16 

3 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

1 

— . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- — 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

.  m  ■ 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• — ■ 

— 

Dysentery 

• — 

— • 

— 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

1 

1 

— 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  much  lower  than  usual, 
and  the  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  higher  than  for  some  ^ears  ; 
otherwise  there  is  nothing  exceptional  upon  which  it  is  necessary 
to  comment. 
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Th6  attendances  at  the  diphtheria  immunisation  clinic  have 
increased  considerably  and  duraig  the  year  1300  school  children 
and  678  pre-school  children  were  immunised  :  residential  Homes, 
schools  and  Nurseries  were  also  kept  immunised.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  48%  of  pre-school  children  and  58%  school  children  had  been 
immunised  ;  and  although  this  is  encouraging,  continual  efforts 
are  being  made  to  reach  the  desired  goal  when  the  majority  of 
children  are  adequately  protected  and  when  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  will  begin  to  disappear.  In  accordance  with  Circular  2713 
the  Health  Visitors  have  varied  their  routine  work  in  an  intensive 
drive  to  get  all  the  children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age  immunised. 

Typhus  Fever  Team. 

In  accordance  with  a  request  from  the  County  Medical  Officer 
following  Circular  2513,  arrangements  were  completed  for  a  typhus 
fever  team  to  be  formed  and  equipped  ;  the  arrangements  have 
been  formed  to  provide  not  only  for  Torquay,  but  for  the  following 
neighbouring  areas  of  the  County  :  Paignton,  Brixham,  Kingswear, 
Dartmouth,  Totnes  Borough,  Totnes  B.D.,  Newton  U.D.,  Newton 
B.D.,  Ashburton,  Buckfastleigh  and  Teignmouth. 

Scabies. 

Arrangements  were  made  early  in  the  war  for  the  treatment 
of  cases  of  scabies  at  Barton  Clinic,  where  one  of  the  Official  Helpers 
under  the  Evacuation  Scheme  undertook  the  treatment,  assisted 
when  necessary  by  a  man  from  the  Ambulance  Personnel.  This 
has  proved  adequate  to  deal  with  the  war-time  increased  incidence 
of  this  disease. 

0 

Isolation  Hospital  Treatment. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  showed 
a  distinct  increase  from  pre-war  days,  chiefly  because  considerable 
assistance  is  given  to  neighbouring  Authorities  in  admitting  cases 
for  which  other  accommodation  was  not  available. 


Cases  admitted. 

1942 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

Diphtheria  . 

47 

Enteric  Fevers 

1 

Cerebro-  Spinal  Fever 

2 

Measles 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

Erysipelas 

5 

Chicken-pox 

10 

Rubella 

39 

Mumps 

40 

Other  Causes 

51 

•  V.  '  - 

243 

19 
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3.  Tuberculosis - 

Particulars  of  any  action  under  the  Public  Health  ( Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis )  Regulations,  1925  ( relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade),  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ( relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

No  action  was  required. 


4.  Tuberculosis. 

A  table  is  appended  showing  the  number  of  deaths  each  year 
for  the  seven  years,  1936-42  inclusive  (which  gives  the  last  three 
complete  pre-war  years),  together  with  the  annual  number  of  new 
cases  for  males  and  for  females.  Nothing  significant  can  be  deduced 
from  these  figures,  both  the  new  cases  and  the  deaths  showing  an 
irregular  incidence  without  wide  variation  ;  and  only  the  male 
new  Pulmonary  cases  have  during  the  past  three  years  been  con¬ 
sistently  somewhat  higher  than  the  average  over  the  whole  period. 

New  Cases.  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 


) 

Pulmonary 
Males  Females 

Pulmonary, 
Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

1930 

.  .  . 

27 

27  • 

9 

5 

31 

6 

1937 

•  O  . 

27 

39 

7 

4 

26 

6 

1933 

. . . 

31 

31 

4 

2 

31 

2 

1939 

. . . 

....  24 

23 

2 

4 

32 

2 

1940 

. .  • 

42 

30 

7 

6 

29 

7 

1941 

. . . 

32 

2® 

7 

L 

33 

9 

1942 

37 

34 

7 

5 

28 

9 

SeCTIOInt  G. 

'  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

•This  section  is  not  being  published,  a  minimum  number  of 
copies  having  been  reproduced  for  submission  privately  to  the 
Local  Authority  and  to, the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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Section  H. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

Under  this  Scheme,  Torquay  has  regained  a  reception  area, 
and  your  Medical  Officer  (who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer)  has 
continued  to  act  as  Chief  Billeting  Officer,  with  your  Senior  and 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  Billeting  Officers.  Complete  co¬ 
ordination  has  thus  been  maintained  throughout  between  the 
Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Services  and  the  Evacuation 
Scheme. 

The  medical  arrangements  for  evacuees,  the  Hostel  and  the 
clothing  Scheme,  and  the  work  of  the  official  Helpers  described  in 
previous  reports  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

2.  Civil  Defence. 

These  arrangements  have  been  continued  on  the  lines  indicated 
in  previous  reports. 

Your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  as  Gas  Decontamination 
Officer  (Food)  has  continued  to  give  courses  of  lectures  and  practical 
demonstrations,  including  the  exhibition  of  a  film,  for  training  the 
various  tradespeople  and  other  volunteers  who  have  'offered  to 
help  ;  and  he  has  shown  considerable  ingenuity  and  skill  in  im¬ 
provising  from  scrap  materials  some  most  useful  and  efficient 
apparatus  for  dealing  with  the  different  types  of  foodstuffs.  This 
will  enable  adequate  practical  arrangements  to  be  ready  if  the 
occasion  should  arise. 
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